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Public Health Agency promotes safer driving in Enniskillen
The Public Health Agency (PHA) is helping to fund the ‘Roadwise’ initiative to promote safer driving in the Enniskillen area. 
The initiative, from the Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM), is available to drivers and passengers aged 17–24. It aims to make young people more aware of the risks they face when driving, and how to reduce them – helping to make them safer on the road and cheaper to insure.

The one-day course, which normally costs £99, is now available for £24 locally on 23 February or 9 March. 

With input from the emergency services and advanced driver tuition, young people are taught to develop their driving, reducing the likelihood of crashes. There is no test, so no ‘failure’, but participants should be more attractive to motor insurance companies.  

Stressing the need for young drivers to be more aware of risks on the road, Brendan Bonner, PHA Head of Health and Social Wellbeing Improvement (West), said: “The PHA is part funding this training day to help reduce accidents and promote safer driving on our local roads. PSNI statistics for 2009/10 show that there were 6,187 road traffic collisions resulting in 9,675 casualties, of which 101 were killed and 995 were seriously injured. 
“We know the main causes of road traffic accidents are lack of attention and excessive speed for the road conditions. This course is a great opportunity as it will help our young people to appreciate the dangers and adjust their behaviour as drivers and passengers, and so reduce the death and destruction on our roads.”

James Cameron of IAM said: “Young drivers in the 17 to 24 age bracket account for around 11% of our licensed drivers, yet were responsible for 38% of fatal collisions in recent years, young males are still vastly over-represented in road fatalities and so all young drivers to take extra care”.
Further information on the course is available from Diane Little, FUEL, 2 Quay Lane, Enniskillen, on email liberty.hill@btinternet.com or see www.iam.org.uk/table/iam_roadwise_ireland
Once the course is completed, participants are invited to contact a leading local insurance broker who aims to better their present written insurance quote. The initiative involves the PHA, Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service and PSNI, working with IAM.

ENDS
For further information 

Contact PHA press office on 028 9031 1611.

Notes to editors

· IAM Roadwise is an initiative driven by companies and organisations dedicated to reducing deaths and injuries to newly-qualified drivers in Northern Ireland by educating and encouraging them to become safer drivers.  

· The initiative involves the PHA, Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service and PSNI, working with IAM.

· To register your interest online in participating in an IAM Roadwise training day, go to www.iam.org.uk/table/iam_roadwise_ireland  or tel 07515 576923. 

· If you live in a PHA region, you can claim a 75% reduction on the £99 fee. 

· The PHA is helping to fund the IAM Roadwise course in the Enniskillen, Bangor/Ards, Banbridge and Carrick/Larne areas.
· They are being delivered through the following One-Stop-Shops:
· REACT Ltd, 5 Castlewellan Road, Banbridge. BT32 4AX. Tel 028 406 24511, Email: reactoffice@aol.com.
· FASA, The Fountain Centre, 4 Queens Parade, Bangor. BT20 3BJ. Tel: 028 9127 1322, Email: info@fasaonline.org.
· FUEL, 2 Quay Lane, Enniskillen. BT74 6AG. Tel 028 6632 3722/028 6632 5559, Email: liberty.hill@btinternet.com.
· Carrickfergus Drug and Alcohol Advisory Group, 1 Castle Street, Carrickfergus, BT38 7BE. Tel 028 9335 1562, Email: coordinator@ccdaag.org.uk 

